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Letter from the outgoing SASHG Chair
- Amanda Krause

It has been an honour to serve as
Chair of the SASHG during the
2013 to 2015 term. I would firstly
like to extend my gratitude and
congratulations to the committee
(Louise Warnich, Lindsay Lambie,
Noelene Kinsley [GC-SA], Zané
Lombard
[Treasurer],
Soraya
Bardien,
Ambroise
Wonkam,
Munro Marx, Tasha Wainstein [Secretary], Raj
Ramesar, Engela Honey [LOC Chair, SASHG15],
Jacqueline Frost [YRF], and Nadia Carstens [YRF]) for
their dedication and commitment.
The SASHG continues to play an important role in
the advancement of the field of Human Genetics in
South Africa on many fronts. Perhaps most
noticeably in the past term, this has been through
the continued engagement with the Department of
Health to ensure the future of clinical genetics
services in this country. We hope that some progress
has been made to develop a comprehensive policy
for South African genetic services.
The promotion of research excellence is also an
important goal of the SASHG and this was
th
highlighted at the 16 Biennial Congress of the
SASHG which was held in Pretoria in August this
year. The theme of this year’s conference, “The Next
GENEration” could not have been more apt.
Discussions around new technologies, as well as
their practical and ethical implementation, revealed
the extent to which South African human geneticists

(both students and experts alike) are engaging with
these matters of international relevance. I extend
my thanks and congratulations to Professor Lizette
Jansen van Rensburg for her organisation of an
outstanding showcase.
This year also saw the addition of Professor Jacquie
Greenberg to the eminent list of Honorary Life
Members of the SASHG. I would like to reiterate my
congratulations to her and praise her for decades’
worth of commitment to the SASHG community,
from the inception of SASHG to the present. I hope
she continues to maintain her 100% record of SASHG
conference attendance for many congresses to
come.
Many initiatives of the SASHG, especially those of
the various focus groups, continue to grow and
flourish. I would strongly urge the entire SASHG
community to be active members of your society
and to engage with the new committee on issues of
relevance and take advantage of the opportunities
this can afford.
I am pleased that the reins of the SASHG have been
handed over to Dr Zané Lombard, under whose
guidance I am sure the community will continue to
flourish. I wish the new committee the best of luck
for their term. I hope that we continue to function
together as a strong, united human genetics
community.
Wishing you all well over the festive season and may
2016 be a fruitful and progressive year.

Letter from the new SASHG Chair
-

Zané Lombard

What a great time to be working in the field of
Human Genetics! In this exciting era in the field
we are witnessing tremendous strides being
made – the cost of whole-genome sequencing is
plummeting, novel and precise gene editing
tools are being developed, and the possibility of
Precision Medicine is approaching reality as we
see large-scale support and research
investment in this area of interest. However, as
any superhero enthusiast will tell you – with
great power comes great responsibility, and it is
part of our (often unwritten) job description to
be champions for ethical and correct
implementation of these new advances as it
moves from basic research to clinical
application. Within the past weeks the National
academies of sciences of several countries
(including South Africa) convened to discuss the
scientific strides made in gene-editing
technology, as well as ethical, legal and
regulatory considerations. I am proud to report
that two of our SASHG members attended this
meeting – Profs Himla Soodyall and Michael
Pepper – and we will hear more about the
discussions from them in the coming months.
Another pertinent example that is currently
very much a “hot topic” of discussion is the
rollout
of
direct-to-consumer
exome
sequencing in South Africa by leading medical
insurance company Discovery. The launch of
their new suite of genomic tests to brokers in

September 2015 immediately caught the
attention of the members of the SASHG
community, and since have been actively
deliberated over and debated. Members of the
SASHG community have contributed to writing
an editorial commentary for the South African
Medical Journal on this topic, which will be
published in the February 2016 issue. There has
also been direct engagement with Discovery at
a genomics workshop organized by the
company in November, where the local
research
community
had
constructive
discussions on the implementation of these
tests, the role that will be played by medical
geneticists and genetic counsellors in the
informed consent and result return process,
and the subsequent usage of the data by the
local research community. There is ongoing
engagement with Discovery on this matter, and
the SASHG committee is also considering
further public engagement to ensure that clear
messages about the benefit and limitations of
these tests reach the public.
My first couple of months as the new Chair of
SASHG has certainly been eventful! Hopefully
this is an indication of a busy, productive term
to come, with lots of engagement with our
membership and positive progression of the
field of Human Genetics in Southern Africa.

SASHG honorary life membership: Prof Jacquie
Greenberg
- Karen Fieggen

Professor Jacquie Greenberg is due to retire from
her position as a full professor in Human Genetics at
UCT at the end of 2015. She has been a central figure
in Human Genetics in South Africa since the
inception of the discipline in the 1970’s. She began
working in the newly established Department of
Human Genetics in 1972 with Professor Beighton.
Over the span of her career, Professor Greenberg
has contributed to every aspect of Human Genetics,
initially working in cytogenetics, then in molecular
genetics as a medical scientist and as a genetic
counsellor, starting the MSc course in genetic
counselling at UCT. She has also had a lifelong
interest in bioethics and with her work focused
largely on neurodegenerative and retinal
degenerative disorders, developed an interest in

stem cells. Professor Greenberg is both a registered
medical scientist and genetic counsellor and has
made major contributions to both fields, not only in
academic contributions but also in support and
growth of these disciplines within South Africa and in
fostering relationships in the broader international
Human Genetics community. Professor Greenberg
has been a member of the SASHG since it was
formed and has served as both a committee
member and as the chairperson of the Society in
2003. There are very few individuals within the
Southern African Human Genetics community who
have made as long and far-reaching a commitment
to the discipline as Professor Greenberg has. It
would be only fitting to recognise this with awarding
her an honorary life membership of the SASHG.

Introducing the new committee for 2015-2017
Dr Zané Lombard |Chair
Zane.lombard@wits.ac.za
Division of Human
Genetics, NHLS &
University of the
Witwatersrand
Principal Medical
Scientist & Senior
Researcher
Research interests: Genetics of
complex traits, brain function and development, bioinformatics.

Prof Eileen Hoal van Helden
egvh@sun.ac.za

Prof Colleen Aldous |SASHG 2017
Organiser
aldousc@ukzn.ac.za

Ms Liesl Hendry|Treasurer
lieslmaryhendry@gmail.com
Wits Bioinformatics
and School of
Molecular & Cell
Biology University
of the
Witwatersrand.
PhD candidate
Research interest :Genetic
association studies, genes/variants
associated with various
traits/diseases.

Academic Leader for
Research, School of
Clinical Medicine,
UKZN
Research interest: Genetics
epidemiology
Dr Fiona Baine | Representative
YRF
fiona.baine@wits.ac.za
Postdoctoral
Research Fellow,
WITS

Research interest:
Neurodegenerative diseases,
Huntington disease and HD-like
disorders, genetic epidemiology
Dr Karen Fieggen | Representative
Medical Genetics
Karen.fieggen@uct.ac.za
Medical Genetic
Subspecialist,
Division of Human
Genetics, UCT
Research interests: Medical
genetics

Head of Host
Genetics of TB
Susceptibility group,
Molecular Biology
&Human Genetics,
Stellenbosch University
Research interests: Host genetics of
TB susceptibility, Population
genetics

Prof Amanda Krause
amanda.krause@nhls.ac.za
Head of Division,
Division of
Human Genetics,
NHLS

Ms Shelley Macaulay |
Representative Genetic
Counselling
shelley.macaulay@nhls.ac.za
Genetic Counselling
Manager and
Lecturer (NHLS &
Wits) and course coordinator of the MSc
(Med) Genetic Counselling (WITS)
Research interest: Gestational
Diabetes, inherited cancer
syndromes, Huntington Disease.
Prof Alison September
alison.september@uct.ac.za
Chief Research
Officer, Division of
Exercise Science and
Sports Medicine
(ESSM), Department
of Human Biology,
Faculty of Health
Sciences, UCT
Research interests: Complex
phenotypes: Musculoskeletal soft
tissue injuries, sports concussion,
MODY
Dr Careni Spencer | Secretary
careni.spencer@nhls.ac.za
Medical Geneticist,
Division of Human
Genetics,
WITS/NHLS

Research interest: Medical/Clinical
Genetics – particularly molecular
diagnostics, Huntington disease,
Fanconi anaemia, breast cancer

Research interests: Developmental
delay, clinical genetics, overgrowth
conditions

Dr Anneline Lochan
anneline.lochan@nhls.ac.za

Dr Michael Urban
urban@sun.ac.za

Medical Geneticist,
Division of Human
Genetics, WITS/NHLS

Research interests: Dysmorphology,
skeletal dysplasias

Head of Clinical Unit
of Medical Genetics,
Tygerberg Hosp and
Stellenbosch
University
Research interests: FAS, Clinical
implementation of genetic /
genomic tests

Feedback from the Medical Genetic Group
- Bertram Henderson
The Medical Genetics Group was established at
the previous SASHG congress in 2013. It was
felt that there is a need to directly address
issues impacting on clinicians working in the
field of Medical Genetics. All registered medical
geneticists were invited to a preliminary
meeting.
At this meeting, it was decided that a group is
required under the auspices of the SASHG and
that all correspondence from this group will be
directed through the SASHG chair. The intention
was to create a platform for advocacy
(especially for policy and guideline revision),
examination and training issues, addressing
problems regarding registration with the
HPCSA, policy and service delivery. It was
agreed that a representative for the Genetic
Counselling group should attend our meetings
with the view to jointly tackling issues impacting
on both disciplines.









Currently membership is for registered Medical
Geneticists who are also members of the
SASHG.
The following issues have been tackled since
the inception of the group: HPCSA registration,
the status of the WITS training unit, Policy
guidelines with National Department of Health,
Board of Health care Funders registration and
tariffs for services and also support for KwaZulu
Natal in getting advertised posts funded
On the agenda for 2016 is investigating the
establishment of a core curriculum for registrar
training and finalizing membership.

International congress of Human Genetics. Kyoto, Japan. 3-7 April 2016
American College of Medical Genetics Annual Clinical Genetics meeting.
Tampa, Florida. 8-12 March 2016
UK-Dutch Joint Clinical Genetics and Cancer Genetics conference (CGS and
CGG) - 7th-8th March 2016, Cardiff
The European Human Genetics conference. Barcelona, Spain. 21-24 May 2016
2016 British Society for Genetic Medicine Conference: September 22nd 2016,
London
ICORD. 20-22 October 2016, Cape Town
American Society of Human Genetics Annual meeting. Vancouver, Canada.
18-22 October 2016

GENETIC COUNSELLORS - SOUTH AFRICA
- Tina Wessels
The GC-SA has had a productive term. The final
approval by the Medical and Dental Board of the
HPCSA of our Standards of Practice document has
helped in our ongoing efforts to be recognised as a
professional group operating within the
regulations and guidelines in our country. We are
very proud to be part of international reciprocity
agreements which mean that our training and
registration (certification)
processes meet
international standards. We have had reciprocity
agreements with the UK and Australia and since
September 2015 we now also have a reciprocity
agreement with the European Society of Human
Genetics.
South Africa is also part of the
international organisation, the “Transnational
Association of Genetic Counsellors (TAGC)” and
Prof Jacquie Greenberg served and now Dr TinaMarié Wessels serve on the board of directors
representing South Africa. A further development
is our branding and creating a slogan, “Genetics
Knowledge  You” . We created new Portfolios
and Caryn Hellberg took on the "Communication"
portfolio. This had stimulated discussions as we
have had a number of interesting articles and new
developments discussed via our listserve. Another
important portfolio was that of “Awareness”.
Nakita Laing took the lead on this and we held very
successful awareness campaigns at various
hospitals across the country.
The GC-SA was again successful in securing funding
to bring out a visiting genetic counsellor for the
biennial SASHG conference. A/Prof Dawn Allain
from the USA came out and all benefited greatly
from her experiences of offering genetic
counsellor training and genetic counselling
services. The differences between SA and USA in
terms of service provision are vast but we also
have very similar challenges with regard to not
training enough genetic counsellors and not having
an adequate workforce to serve our respective
patient populations.

It was very exciting that the training of genetic
counsellors resumed in 2014. UCT enrolled three
students in 2014, two in 2015 and will take in 5
students in 2016. Wits/NHLS has also resumed
their training and will take in new students in
2016. Funding for intern genetic counsellors was
also secured through the DST-NRF programme and
the two interns from Wits/NHLS were able to have
a funded internship. Not only had training
resumed but posts for genetic counsellors were
created! Two Western Cape provincially funded
genetic counselling posts and one university (UCT)
funded post were created. All three were filled and
at least one has now been converted to a full-time
permanent position. Another position in a private
laboratory also became available in the Western
Cape and was filled. Three genetic counsellor posts
at the NHLS were advertised and two have been
filled. Sadly the newly created posts in KZN did not
materialise.
The past two years have been a very positive and
exciting time in the profession with a number of
new developments. We had an international
exchange student from Australia who spent 6
weeks with the group at UCT and national intern
training collaboration also became a reality as
UCTs interns rotated through one of Tygerberg’s
clinics. There have also been many positive
developments in NDoH, the national policy
guidelines for the management of genetic
disorders and birth defects are in the process of
being updated and a number of other processes
are in progress in which genetic services are being
included. As we have grown we have identified a
number of issues that need to be addressed and
this will be the challenge for the new committee.
It includes the addition of a code of ethics and
practice guidelines to assist counsellors to deal
with ethical dilemmas and raising more awareness
by having coordinated national awareness days.
Outgoing Committee 2013-2015:
T Wessels (chair), N Kinsley (Sec), M Schoeman
(HPCSA), Caryn Todd (KZN), N Laing (WCape), S
Macaulay (Gauteng), T Shaw (Student Rep), K
Fieggen (Med Gen)
New Committee 2015-2017
N Kinsley (Chair), S Macaulay (SASHG), S Erasmus
(Gauteng), F Loubser (WCape), N Laing (HPCSA), A
Ross, (Student Rep), Med Gen (MGG)

included views expressed for the need for a
sustainable SAHGP to ensure that our
populations stand to benefit from genomic
research in the future.

Southern African Human Genome
Programme (SAHGP)
- Michѐle Ramsay
The SAHGP aims to develop capacity for
genomic research in southern Africa, to
establish sustainable resources for genomic
research in the region and, with time, to
translate knowledge and information into
improvements in human health in the region.
The SAHGP core group has met twice during
the past year to promote these aims. In
addition, there was a session on the SAHGP at
the 16th Biennial SASHG Conference in
Pretoria on the 16 August 2015, organized by
Raj Ramesar and chaired by Michèle Ramsay.
During this session, Michael Pepper presented
an overview of the SAHGP, its history and
aspiration and Rizwana Mia gave an overview
of current developments in the Department of
Science & Technology (DST) and at the MRC of
relevance to health research. Shaun Aron and
Ananyo Choudhury, both from Wits, gave and
exciting overview of the findings and
interesting insights from data analyses of the
first 24 whole genome sequences funded by
the DST as a project of the SAHGP. Himla
Soodyall highlighted “Ethical, Legal and Social
Issues” related to genomic research in Africa.
In a very moving presentation, Claudette
Medefindt, chairperson of Retina South
Africa, presented her personal point of view
on what genomic studies mean for people
living with hereditary conditions and why it is
so important for South Africa to have a
Human Genome Programme. The session
ended with an excellent discussion which

The first publication from the SAHGP on the
characterisation of the genetic variation
detected in 24 whole human genome
sequences is well advanced with intended
publication in 2016. A policy for the sharing of
the resources, in a managed access scenario,
is under development and we hope that the
data will be accessible early in the New Year.
A new project has been proposed to develop
a Southern African Exome Variation Database
for use in biomedical research on the subcontinent.

Human Heredity and Health in Africa
(H3Africa)
- Michѐle Ramsay

The Human Heredity and Health in Africa
(H3Africa) Consortium aims to promote human
genomic research and health in Africa, led and
managed by African investigators and their
collaborators. For further information on the
objectives and members of the Consortium, please
refer to the marker paper publication in 2014
(H3Africa Consortium. Enabling the genomic
revolution
in
Africa.
Science.
(2014)
344(6190):1346-8) and look out for an editorial in
the December 2015 issue of the SAMJ. The
Consortium includes eight collaborative centres,
seven research projects, six ethics projects, three
H3Africa biorepository sites and a pan-African
bioinformatics network (H3ABioNet). The research
is performed by 26 research groups in 27 African
countries and includes over 500 investigators who
will be studying over 75 000 participants in Africa.
The 6th Consortium meeting was held in
Livingstone, Zambia (May 2015), and the 7th in
Washington DC (October 2015).
The H3Africa Consortium and its collaborators are
developing a SNP genotyping array enriched for
common genetic variation in populations across
Africa for the use in GWA studies. This array is
expected to be ready by mid-2016 and will be
openly available for research in African
populations.
The Director of the NIH, Frances Collins, has
announced that there will be a second 5 year
funding cycle for the H3Africa Consortium and that
there will be an open and competitive call for
applications during 2016. Please look out for an
opportunity to apply to become part on this
continent-wide Consortium.

African Society for Human Genetics
(AfSHG)
- Michѐle Ramsay
9th Meeting of the AfSHG
2016: This meeting is
planned for 15 to 17 May
2016 in Dakar, Senegal.
Please update your diaries.
The
organisers
are
Ambroise Wonkam (Cape
Town/Cameroon)
and
Rokhaya Ndiayea (Senegal). They will soon be
sending out more information. We look forward to
seeing many of you there. It will be back to back
with the H3Africa meeting and the first day will be
an overlap between the two and we are
developing a program that will be attractive to a
wider audience and that focuses on sustainability
of genomic research in Africa.
We are enormously proud of our immediate past
president, Dr Charles Rotimi, who was elected to
the 2016 Board of Directors of the American
Society of Human Genetics. He is the first person
of African descent to serve on the Board and will
no doubt embrace the opportunity to promote
awareness of genetic and genomic research on the
African continent.
Michѐle Ramsay is the new president of the AfSHG
and started her term of office with the following
statement: “I am delighted to have the
opportunity to work more closely with human
genetics colleagues across Africa and hope that we
can develop and advance a few strategic goals to
enhance our discipline across the continent over
the next years. Thank you for this wonderful
opportunity.”
The AfSHG Website has recently been updated
(http://www.afshg.org/). If you would like to join,
please complete the membership form from the
website and become part of a continent-wide
community of Human Geneticists.

Genetic Alliance South Africa relaunched
-

Helen Malherbe

th

On Wednesday the 19 of August 2015, the Genetic
Alliance South Africa (GA-SA) was launched, joining a
sisterhood of Genetic Alliance organisations around the
world focusing on congenital disorders.
GA-SA is a membership based, non-profit organization
(NPO), that provides support to those affected, educates
medical professionals and raises awareness amongst the
general public on these disorders. Its members include
individuals, medical professionals and support groups
for Down syndrome, Albinism, Rare Diseases South
Africa, Spina bifida, Haemophilia, Huntington’s disease,
cleft lip/palate, club foot, fetal alcohol syndrome, and
many more.
The NPO existed previously as the Southern African
Inherited Disorders Association (SAIDA), founded in
1973 by world renowned clinical medical geneticist Prof
Trefor Jenkins, and assisted by Prof Jenny Kromberg,
who were both
honoured for
their lifetime
contributions
at the GA-SA
launch at the
th
16
Biennial
Congress of the
Southern
African Society of Human Geneticists in Centurion.
Congenital disorders are a common, critical health issue
that affect 1 in 15 live births in South Africa, an
estimated 70 000 per year. Serious congenital disorders
cause death or lifelong disability and are the leading
cause of childhood death and disability in industrialised
countries, accounting for 20% of infant deaths. This
trend is starting to emerge in SA as HIV/AIDS and other
infectious diseases are better controlled.
Treatment through ‘genetic services’ can prevent
congenital disorders and reduce their effects, including
disability by up to 70% - but genetic services in SA have
been neglected in recent years, partly due to the
competing health priorities of HIV/AIDS and TB.
Helen Malherbe, the new chair of GA-SA highlighted
that while GA-SA will build on the past success of SAIDA

it will take a fresh new approach relevant for today’s
context, including advocacy. ‘The gravity of this
underestimated health issue needs to be realised, and
GA-SA will play a key role in spreading this message’.
She added, ‘United, we represent tens of thousands of
South Africans affected by congenital disorders who do
not have access to relevant health care services that are
a constitutional right. It is an imperative that the
government provides these services to uphold the dignity
and human rights of the most vulnerable members of
our society’.

Feedback from the Young Researcher’s
forum
- Juliet Mentoor
The Young Researchers Forum (YRF) was held on
Saturday, August 15 at the University of Pretoria,
Medical Campus, HW Snyman building. The day’s
events were centred on career development for all
young researchers, including post graduate students,
research fellows and young academics. It was the
vision of this year’s YRF organising committee to
provide an environment in which graduate students
could be inspired towards their career goals by
interacting with established luminaries in their fields.
We also wanted to encourage networking and
sharing of research interests among attendees which
may spark future collaborative research.
Our program started off
with
four
plenary
speakers
who
enlightened
our
attendees on some of
the career opportunities
available to young research scientists from Southern
Africa. Guest speakers included Dr Boitumelo
Semete (CSIR), Prof Jasper Rees (Agricultural
Research Council), Prof Don Cowan and Prof Michael
Pepper (University of Pretoria). The plenary sessions
were concluded with an inspiring panel discussion
followed by an afternoon of 8 oral and 22 poster
presentations where presenters shared their
research. The high standard of research that was
presented made it quite challenging for our judges,
but after much deliberation, prizes were awarded as
st
nd
follows: 1 prize - Melissa Nel (UCT), 2 prize - Gift
st
Pule (UCT) for oral presentations and 1 prize -Fiona
nd
Baine (WITS), 2 prize
- Lindiwe Lamola (UCT)
for posters.
The forum was a great
success with many
young researchers in
attendance, with postgraduate students in

attendance from eight
institutions across South
Africa.
We
received
generous financial support
from
our
sponsors,
including Inqaba biotec,
ESCO, AEC Amersham,
Celtic Molecular Diagnostics, ThermoScientific,
DNAbiotec, Separations, Zeiss, University of Pretoria
(Research Offices), and the SASHG committee. All
funding went towards planning the YRF and making
the vision of this year’s committee a reality.
In accordance with our mission of inspiring the
youth, the YRF committee also donated all left over
items (e.g. stationary goods etc.) to a charity
organization - Injabulo Community Care (ICCARE:
039-733NPO). ICCARE cares for less fortunate
children in the local community of Eersterust in
Pretoria by providing free after school services.
Overall, we received rave reviews on the
professionalism of this event and would like to thank
all who supported the YRF this year.
(prize winner pictures – Fiona Baine and Melissa Nel)

The 16th Biennial SASHG conference was
held in August this year. It was hosted by
Prof Lizette Jansen van Rensburg and her
team at the University of Pretoria.

In this ever-changing time in genetic
research and practice many of the ethical
and practical issues relating to new
technologies were also addressed.

What a great conference it was! The setting
was the beautiful Kleinkaap Boutique hotel
conference
venue
which
certainly
impressed everyone with its stunning
facilities and surrounds.

Not only were the academic presentations
of a high standard but so too were the
socializing and
evening events.

The SASHG conferences are always a great
opportunity to
showcase local
research
and
again the crowd
was
not
disappointed.
With guest speakers from the local and
international genetic community the talks
and presentations were of an exceptionally
high standard. The keynote speakers
included international guests Profs Bart
Loeys, John Kemp, Chris Matthews, Brynn
Levy as well as Dawn Allain. The plenary
sessions by Drs Reinhard Hiller and Bertram
Henderson also stimulated very interesting
debates.

We would like to thank Prof Jansen van
Rensburg and her team for a great event!

SASHG 2015 Prize winners
POSTERS:

ORALS:

3rd Place – Horacia Naidoo (University of Cape
Town):
“Risking Heart Failure to Cure
Cancer: Identifying the Risk
Factors for Adverse Drug
Events”

Joint 2nd Place – Tinashe Chikowore (North
West University):

nd

2
Place – Jodie Lapidos (University of
Pretoria):
“RAD51C mutation screening in
unselected Black South African
women with breast cancer”

“Evaluation of common variants
associated with Type 2 diabetes in
the
Asian
and
European
ethnicities among the Black South
African population of Tswana
descent”
Joint 2nd Place – Elana Vorster (University of the
Witwatersrand):
“Determining the molecular
basis of spinal muscular
atrophy (SMA) in the black
South African population”

1st Place – Venesa Pillay (University of the
Witwatersrand):
1st Place – Tasneem Salie (University of Cape
Town):
“Next Generation Sequencing
Strategies
to
reconstruct
Ancient African Mitochondrial
Genomes”

“The Metabochip as a tool for
identifying genetic markers of
obesity risk in a South African
black population”

Prof Amanda Krause has been
promoted to HEAD OF DIVISION
HUMAN
GENETICS
AT
NHLS/UNIVERSITY
OF
THE
WITWATERSRAND. Congratulations
and we hope she has many great
successes during her time in office

Prof Michele Ramsay has been
elected to Chair of the H3Africa
Steering Committee and President of
the African Society of Human
Genetics. We wish her the best of luck
and know that she will make a great
success of her new positions!

We are very happy to announce that
Collet Dandara and Ambroise
Wonkam have been promoted to full
Professors at the Division of Human
Genetics of the University of Cape
Town! Both Collet and Ambroise have
made a significant impact on genetics
and genomics in Africa and we will be
watching the next steps in their
careers very closely

Congratulations also to Heidre
Bezuidenhout
and
Emma
Krzesinski for completing their
FCMG part 2 examinations. They now
join the Clinical Genetics community
as consultants.

